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with all the parts, was the Crown. He wished to emphasize
that link and to make the Crown popular, and he used his
influence to induce the Queen to take her place amongst
her people. Gladstone was every whit as loyal; indeed, his
regard for the sovereign was his undoing, for he always
alienated the Queen by his stiff and austere respect. Dis-
raeli had a far more human touch,1 and he was, of course,
perfectly aware of his advantage. He knew, and so did
everyone else, that the Queen was one of his wannest friends,
and that anything he did was sure of her approval.

In domestic affairs Disraeli had a policy which he himself

policy of called  " Tory  Democracy ".      He  genuinely  wished to

Disraeli jmprove ^ conditions of the working classes, and also to

strengthen the Empire.    He meant, too, to play a more

striking part in foreign policy than had Gladstone, and this

was the sphere in which he personally most desired to

distinguish himself.    So he left the details of his social

measures largely to Sir Richard Cross, the Home Secretary.

Cross guided through the House a Bill concerning the

Trade Trade Unions (called the Conspiracy Act,  1875), which

on8 declared that no Union could be prosecuted for anything

that would not be illegal if done by an individual. This was

of immense importance to the Trade Union movement, but

workers might not, by use of a strike, cause loss of life or

interrupt the supply of gas and water to the community.

In this same year was passed the Public Health Act,

Public which gave to county and borough councils power to take

Act measures for public health.   The novelists of that period

(1 75> often deal with the frightful epidemics of " cholera" and

typhus   which  ravaged  town and   country  alike.     This

measure was the first attempt to get at one of the causes of

such outbreaks by the provision of proper water sanitation.

Each district was now to have a Medical Officer of Health.

1 Comparing his attitude towards Queen Victoria with Gladstone's, Disraeli
once said, " Gladstone treats the Queen like a public department; I treat her
like * woman." The Queen spoke Of Disraeli after his death, as her " dear,
great friend."